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 Plant of The Month May 2024: Serviceberry Tree 
(Amelanchier) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Amelanchier genus is native to Ontario and includes a 
variety of different species. It is the single stem arborea, 
commonly known as the Downy Serviceberry which will 
develop into a medium-sized tree suitable for most urban 
gardens. In early May this carefree tree rewards gardeners 
with an outbreak of white, lacy flowers which are sure to 
swoon the senses. Flowers give way to tasty purplish/red 
berries which if the squirrels and birds spare you a few, will 
work well in a pie. With the arrival of Fall, the A. arborea tree 
offers yet another spectacle when the simple, alternate, oval 
shaped leaves change to a very pleasing yellowish red colour. 
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DETAILS: 
Growing Conditions: 
Sun: being an understory plant it does well in full sun to partial shade 
Water: moist but well drained 
Maintenance: prune as needed to shape the tree and remove dead or damaged branches 
Tolerates: most kinds of soil but does best in loamy, acidic soil in Zones 4-9. 
 
Description/Characteristics: 
Height x Spread: 4.5-9 m tall with an equal spread of 4.5-9 m 
Bloom time and description: fragrant, white flowers appear in late April to early May 
Fruit: small (blueberry size), and tasty, red to purple colored berry which ripen in late July 
Foliage: oval shaped leaves, simple, alternate, and approximately 7.5 cm in length  
 
Pests and Disease:  
Amelanchier  arborea trees are resistant to most pathogens but may experience minor 
problems with powdery mildew, rust, leaf miners and fire blight. 
 
Propagation: 
Propagation can be done by cuttings or seeds. 
 
Attracts:  Early pollinators are attracted to the tree because it is one of the first to bloom in the 
Spring. When the berries are ripening an assortment of birds and a variety of small animals can 
be found enjoying the harvest. 
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