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Plant of The Month October 2025: Calendula (Calendula officinalis)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Source: Credit: The Spruce / Kara Riley 

 
Calendula, (Calendula officinalis), also known as Pot Marigold, is a cheery addition to garden 
beds and borders. It is a valuable companion plant for both vegetable and flowers. It will repel 
tomato hornworms  and soil nematodes while attracting pollinators and beneficial insects. It has 
bright yellow to deep orange flowers reminiscent of daisies or chrysanthemums and is part of 
the Asteraceae family. Calendula was originally used for medicinal purposes, but now it is more 
often used for dried flowers and as an important companion plant. Both the flowers and leaves 
are edible, and the flowers can be used as a natural yellow dye.  
 

 
DETAILS: 
 

Growing Conditions: 
Sun: full sun to partial shade, does well in rich loam soil 
Water: Medium, moist soil until established 
Maintenance: low maintenance, dead head to encourage blooms; self-seeds 
Tolerates: relatively drought tolerant once established 
Zone: 8-10 
 
Description / Characteristics:  
Height x Spread:  1-2 feet in height and 1-2 feet spread; will sprawl in part sun-part shade  
Bloom time and description:  mid – late summer through the fall, flowers have single to double 
flowerheads and some will have a darker centre.   
 
Pests & Disease: Powdery mildew and slugs 
  
Propagation: Sow seeds directly into soil either in the fall or early spring 
Toxicity: Both flowers and leaves are edible 
Common Names: Pot Marigold, Scotch marigold 
Origin: Mediterranean  
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