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Plant of The Month October 2024: Fothergilla Shrub. (Fothergilla gardenii) 
 
This native deciduous shrub is best loved for its’ 3-season charm. 
In early to mid spring, it has showy bottle brush-like white flowers 
that last for weeks. In autumn the leaves turn red, making it very 
attractive until late October or early November. In summer, its’ 
leaves add texture to the garden.  
 
Slow growing and long lived with a compact form, it requires 
minimal pruning. Fothergilla is an excellent choice for any garden 
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DETAILS: 
 

Growing Conditions: 
Sun: Sun to part shade 
Water: Drought tolerant once established 
Maintenance: Easy 
Tolerates: Rich well drained soil recommended but tolerates poor soil, clay 
Zone:  5-6 
 
Description / Characteristics:  
Height x Spread:  3 x 3 feet at maturity 
Bloom time and description:  Spring; 1½ to 3-inch spikes of white bottlebrush-like “flowers” appear 
before leaves. Male and female flowers occur separately and neither have petals. Only the male flowers 
are showy, with their clusters of prominent stamens with creamy-white filaments and yellow anthers. 
Fruit: Brown capsules  
 
Pests & Disease: None 
 
Propagation: Softwood cuttings   
 
Attracts:  Sweet fragrance attracts bees and butterflies; deer resistant 
 
Common Names: Witch-hazel, witch-alder 
 
Origin: North America (Southeastern US) 
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