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Plant of The Month JUNE 2025: Fiddle Leaf Fig (Ficus lyrata)

Fiddle leaf fig (Ficus lyrata) with its large, lovely leaves, and tree
form, sometimes gets a bad reputation for a common
houseplant. It's not the easiest houseplant to grow, however its
breathtaking features make it worth a little effort and a good
choice, even for the beginning gardener. These small trees are
well adapted to indoor temperatures and filtered light. They are
also hardy enough to survive less-than-ideal conditions. If you
have a window that receives bright morning light you can grow
this fig. Plant in quality soil, establish a consistent watering
schedule and it grows reliably and fairly quickly, reaching
between 2-3 metres tall with little fuss. Fiddle leaf fig is toxic to
people and pets.
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DETAILS:

Growing Conditions: Partial sun, about 3-6 hours (it can tolerate above 6 hours of sunlight)

Water: Moderate humidity, keep soil moderately moist without oversaturating. Water every 18 days or
when the top inch of soil is dry. Let the water run out of the bottom.

Maintenance: Provide ample bright, indirect light, proper watering, regular dusting of the leaves, and
occasional fertilization during the growing season (March-August). Additionally, repotting as needed,
pruning to maintain shape, and monitoring for pests are important aspects of care.

Tolerates: Temperatures between 15°C and 29°C indoors, but they are not very tolerant to temperature
swings. Outdoors, they can handle temperatures from around 12°C up to 32°C, but extremes may cause
problems. They prefer a humid environment, (30-65% humidity), and dislike drafts.

Description / Characteristics:

Height x Spread: 2-3 metres tall and 1- 1.2 metres wide.

Bloom time and description: Fiddle Leaf Figs rarely bloom or produce fruit, especially when grown
indoors. In their natural habitat, they bloom during spring or summer, with small, inconspicuous, green
flowers. The blooms require a specific wasp for pollination

Fruit: produces a fig in its native environment.

Pests & Disease: Fiddle leaf figs are susceptible to several pests and diseases, including spider mites,
mealybugs, scale, and root rot. Other potential issues include bacterial leaf spot, thrips, and fungal
infections like fig rust and leaf blight. These problems can manifest as leaf discoloration, leaf drop, and
other symptoms.

Special value: The fiddle-leaf fig is valuable to interior design due to its striking, sculptural structure; the
thin trunk and big, lush leaves, creates a balance of negative space that immediately catches the eye.
Toxicity: Toxic to people and pets

Common Names: banjo fig, fiddle-leaved fig tree, lyre leaf fig tree, and lyre-leaved fig tree

Origin: native to the tropical rainforests of West Africa
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