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Plant of the Month February 2025 – Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) 

Liriodendron tulipifera, or Tulip tree, is one of the largest native trees in 
North America. Found growing along the south shore of Lake Huron, north 
shore of Lake Erie and in the Niagara Peninsula, this majestic tree is a fast 
growing and long-lived species (150-300 years). It is named for the large 
tulip shaped flowers that appear when the trees reach 15 years and older. 
These soft yellow-green flowers with orange accents along the base bloom 
in late spring.  With a massive straight trunk and narrow crown, the Tulip 
tree reaches 60-90’ tall at maturity and can dominate any landscape.  

Tulip trees need deep, rich, moist soil. They are fast-growing with extensive 
roots.  These trees are suitable for large gardens, parks or natural wooded 
areas. 

Photo sources: https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/thingstosee/trees/tuliptree, 
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&adv=tulip%20tree 

DETAILS: 

Growing Conditions:  
Soil: Grows best in sand and sandy loam.  
Sun: Requires full sun   
Water:  Medium. Water regularly when young, especially during the first two years to help establish 
roots.  Ensure adequate water during drought.  
Maintenance:  Low maintenance 
Tolerates:  Deer, rabbit, clay soil, wet soil, Black Walnut tree neighbours 
Zone: 4-9  
 
Description/Characteristics: 
Height and Spread:   60–90’, 20-30’ 
Bloom Time & Description: Spring, 5cm long, 6 petals, soft yellow green with orange accents along base 
Fruit: cone shaped fruit contains many seeds 
Pests and Diseases:  Potential diseases include verticillium wilt, mold, mildew and canker. Infestation can 
occur by aphids and scale.  Large aphid infestations result in honeydew secretions on the leaves that 
provide the growing medium for sooty mold 
Propagation: Sow seeds in fall or stratify. Germination percentages are quite low 

Special Value: Tulip tree seeds are a food source for birds and small mammals. Attracts hummingbirds 
and butterflies, host plant for Eastern Tiger Swallowtail Butterfly.  First Nations used the inner 
bark medicinally for a variety of illnesses; however, all parts of the tree are toxic.  
 

Toxicity:  All parts of Tulip Tree are toxic both to humans and animals 
 

Common Names: Yellow Poplar, Tulip Poplar, Tuliptree, Whitewood 
 
Origin: Eastern North America 
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