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Plant of The Month August 2025: Primrose polyantha (Primula x polyantha)  
 
Primula x polyantha or Primrose suits its name to a “T” as clusters of 
delicate round, cheery blooms burst forth primly in spring. The flower 
clusters arise on stout stems from a rosette of leaves that are highly 
wrinkled, although sometimes smooth. Primula x polyantha occurs  
naturally as a cross between Primula veris (common cowslip) and Primula 
vulgaris (common primrose), but there are now over 500 hybrid species of 
Primrose  featuring a wide variety of colours (pink, yellow, red, white, 
purple and orange)both solid and highlighted by a white or yellow band 
and touched with a light fragrance. These woodland plants tend to prefer 
slightly moist, acidic soil, but are otherwise delightful, low maintenance 
additions to any spring garden. Also excellent in containers or indoors. 
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DETAILS: 
Growing Conditions: 
Sun: Part sun to Part Shade; avoid direct sunlight and deep shade 
Water: Average (high) 
Maintenance:  Low; plant with crown at soil surface 
Tolerates: sandy/clay/moist soil but prefers well drained soils; deer, rabbits. 
Zone: 3-8 
 
Description / Characteristics:  
Height x Spread:  6-20 inches tall x 8-20 inches wide  
Bloom time and description:  Mid-Spring; variety of colours solid and bicoloured 
 
Pests & Disease: Leaf Spot Disease. Appears as brown lesions on withering yellow leaves. Remove infected 
leaves and make sure plant receives good air circulation. 
  
Propagation: Seeds or Divisions 
 
Special value:  Attracts pollinators and butterflies especially in the early-mid spring when food supplies can be 
scarce. 
  
Toxicity:  Cats, Dogs, Horses 
Common Names: Primrose, polyanthus primrose, false oxlip 
Origin: Europe 
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