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Plant of The Month August 2024: Gray Headed Coneflower/Pinnate prairie coneflower
(Ratibida pinnata)

Elegant yellow showy flowers perch above stiff hairy
stems reminds one of ballerinas dancing in the wind. The
Gray Headed Coneflower’s (Ratibida Pinnata) petals
droop downwards elevating its ellipsoid central disk
which starts as pale green and turns brownish black as it
matures. These delightful flowers last all summer long
and are great for use as cut flowers. And, once the
flowers are spent, the seeds provide food for birds in the
i fall and winter.

| This is a carefree flower that grows quite tall (90-150 cm)
in clumps in most soils. Some staking may be required for
the hairy upright stems of pinnately divided leaves.

Photo Source: DropseedNursery.com

DETAILS:

Growing Conditions:

Sun: full sun/part shade

Water: Medium *Drought tolerant once established*
Maintenance: easy

Tolerates: poor/sandy/clay/dry soils, salt, deer, rabbits.
Zone: 3-8

Description / Characteristics:
Height x Spread: 90-150cm x 30-60cm
Bloom time and description: Early Summer - Fall

Pests & Disease: None

Propagation: Seeds or Cuttings

Special value: Food source for birds, attracts hummingbirds and butterflies

Toxicity: None

Common Names: Gray-Headed Coneflower, Pinnate Prairie Coneflower, Prairie Coneflower,

Grayhead Mexican Hat.
Origin: Central & Eastern US, Ontario

Created: July 15, 2024; J. Hagan


http://www.etobicokemastergardeners.ca/

