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Plant of The Month September 2024: Chrysanthemum (Chrysanthemum x morifolium)  
 

Chrysanthemums (Chrysanthemum x morifolium), also 
known as ‘Mums’, are a very popular, hardy perennial 
sometimes referred to as “Queen of the Fall Flowers”. 
They are best planted in early spring to bloom in the fall. 
Known for their unique flower, Chrysanthemums flowers 
consist of hundreds of tiny flowers, called florets, that 
make up the bigger flower. There is a wide assortment for 
gardeners to choose from, with petal shapes ranging 
from rounded, to tubular, to spikes, and colours of yellow, 
lavender, pink, purple, red, orange, and white. Regardless 
of the variety, Chrysanthemums will deliver gorgeous 
autumn blooms to brighten up any garden. 
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DETAILS: 
 

Growing Conditions: 
Sun: Full Sun, Part Sun  
Water: Rich, moist soil, but not waterlogged 
Maintenance: Medium, fertilize monthly until flowers start to open, water frequently    
Tolerates: Most soils, except clay and sand 
Zone: 5-9 
 
Description / Characteristics:  
Height x Spread:  60 – 90cm in height and spread  
Bloom time and description:  Late August – September – Round flowers with hundreds of tight 
bunches of florets, flowers within a flower, that can be disc or ray florets. Disc florets have 
center button centers and ray florets have the petals of the plant.  
Fruit: n/a 
 
Pests & Disease: Diseases:  Aster yellows, crown gall, leaf spot, powdery mildew, Pythium root, 
and stem; Rhizoctonia root and stem, Verticillium root 
Pests:  Aphids, foliar nematodes, and spider mites. 
  
Propagation: Root division and cuttings  
 
Special value:  Used for floral arrangements and herbal tea 
  
Toxicity:  Non-toxic 
Common Names: Mums     
Origin: East Asia and Northeastern Europe 
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