/.--—--.

{ )

'@)"\‘3\‘;" Etobicoke Master Gardeners
\ ,/' "”" www.etobicokemastergardeners.ca

Plant of The Month November 2025: Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis)

Planning for 2026? With a stunning crimson floral spike, the native
Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis) can provide a splash of late summer
colour in wet sunny areas of your garden. Plant in an area that gets full to
part sun and regular moisture (crucial in any drought period) such as
down spout drainage, a wet area or in a rain garden. This native plant can
be obtained from Ontario nurseries supplying native plants. Do not
transplant from the wild. Click Link for Growing Condition Details.
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DETAILS:

Growing Conditions:

Sun: full to part-sun

Water: moist to wet; keep soil evenly moist

Maintenance: minimal, split/propagate plant after 2-3 years to maintain vigor
Tolerates: variety of soils; prefers sand to loam

Zone: grows in Zones 3-9; hardy native perennial/biennial

Description / Characteristics:

Height x Spread: 2-4 ft (60-130cm) high; 1-2 ft (20-50 cm) wide. Erect

Bloom time and description: Blooms July to September; usually vibrant red spikes of deeply 5-
lobed flowers. White and pink varieties also occur; Several nativar varieties are available.

Pests & Disease: Minimal

Propagation: Can be propagated by: seed; transplanting young plants at base of plant; and
division of mature plants.

Special value: Nectar source; favourite of humming birds. Host to pink-washed looper moth
caterpillar (northern extent of range).

Toxicity: Toxic. Do not consume any part of the plant or its seeds

Common Names: Cardinal Flower
Origin: Native to Ontario. Nativars and hybrid varieties have been developed.
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