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Plant of The Month May 2025: Large-flowered bellwort (Uvularia grandiflora)  
 

Large-flowered bellwort (Uvularia grandiflora) is a whimsical 
perennial that would be a unique addition to your native or 
woodland garden.  It is one of the earliest bloomers, perfect 
for attracting early pollinators and will thrive in difficult areas 
like a slope or under a shade tree.  Excellent for mass 
plantings, as a border or beside a walkway.  It is very resilient 
in heavy shade.  It has a showy yellow nodding flower that 
will continue to display attractive foliage and seed pods well 
into the summer.  It is a low-maintenance plant with a 
clumping erect appearance and rhizome roots.  You can 
propagate by seed or by dividing mature clumps.  This plant 
may be appealing to deer or slugs, but slugs can be deterred 
by mulching with pine needles.  This plant will be available for 
purchase at our Spring plant sale on May 24, 2025. 

https://www.wildflower.org/gallery/result.php?id_image=30221 
 
DETAILS: 
Growing Conditions: 
Sun: Part Shade to Full Shade 
Water: medium; moist, rich, well-drained, basic to neutral soil 
Maintenance: Low 
Tolerates: drought, dry soil once established 
Zone: 4 – 9 
 
Description / Characteristics:  
Height x Spread:  45-60 cm x 30-45 cm  
Bloom time and description:  showy, drooping, narrow yellow blooms, 3 cm long, somewhat 
bell- shaped in April-May for approximately 2 weeks; mildly fragrant; partially twisted, bright 
green leaves 
Fruit: Seed capsule containing several seeds after flowering from July to August 
 
Pests & Disease: Slugs on young plants – use pine mulch to minimize; Deer 
  
Propagation: Self-seed; dig up new plants or clumps of existing plants to transplant 
 
Special value:  Native bees, bumble bees feed on nectar and pollen; ants eat the elaiosome of 
the seeds while distributing them 
  
Toxicity:  Not considered toxic to humans or pets 
Common Names: large-flowered bellwort, fairy bells or merry bells 
Origin: Native to eastern and central North America 
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