
Pruning

“Making the Cut” 

Presented with:  

Humber Arboretum

 

Prepared by: 

Etobicoke Master Gardeners

Etobicoke Master Gardeners                   Humber Arboretum

www.etobicokemastergardeners.ca                  www.humberarboretum.on.ca 

http://www.etobicokemastergardeners.ca/
http://www.humberarboretum.on.ca/


Master Gardeners of Ontario 

Etobicoke Master Gardeners                       www.etobicokemastergardeners.ca



   The Humber Arboretum consists of 
nearly 250 acres of public gardens and 
natural areas located in the Humber River 
watershed in North Etobicoke. Connected 
to Humber College North Campus, it exists 
as a unique tri-partnership between 
Humber College, the City of Toronto, and 
the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA). The Humber Arboretum 
is free to visit and offers a variety of 
programming to both Humber College 
students and the public.
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✓ Pruning techniques

✓ What to prune when 

✓ Tool & Tool Care 

✓ Wrap Up  



Principles 

of Pruning
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Principles of Pruning

✓Foundations of good 

pruning lie in two 

primary principles: 

1. Always assess the 

plant before 

making any cuts

2. Never cut without 

good reason

Photo by EMG



Principles of Pruning

The 5 Ds

✓Dead 

✓Diseased

✓Damaged

✓Defective

✓Dangerous

hr.org



Why Prune?  

✓ Maintain a healthy plant

✓ Control size, alter form & shape



Why Prune?

✓ Improve quality/quantity of flowers, leaves or fruit

✓ To renew or rejuvenate old shrubs





Oak Trees: Pruning Caution

✓ Oak Wilt

✓ fungal disease  

✓ blocks nutrient and water 

flow

✓ Spreads by Sap Beetles 

✓ ACTIONS: 

❑Do not prune oaks between 

April and November 

❑Paint wounds on Oaks  

❑Disinfect cutting tools  

Fungal mat on Oak sapwood

https://www.ontario.ca/page/oak-wilt



Pruning 

Techniques  
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Pruning Techniques

✓Use the right tool, clean & sharp

✓Right cut - Right place - Right time

✓Prune a stem when you want to:

✓strengthen it

✓encourage or prevent flower bud 

formation

✓cause branching



Heading 

Before

generalhorticulture.tamu.edu

www.gardeningknowhow.com

After

http://www.gardeningknowhow.com/


Pruning Cuts

¼
”
 

Cut too high                          Cut too low                   Correct Cut



www.ca.uky.edu

Stem pruning - Thinning                      

http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/ho/ho59/ho59.htm


Suckers & Water sprouts



Branch Pruning Cuts



Branch Pruning Cuts

Photo by EMG Photo by EMG



What to 

Prune When 
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What to Prune When

✓ Woody perennials

✓ Roses

✓ Flowering shrubs  

✓ Climbers  

✓ Ornamental Trees 

✓ Fruit trees

✓ Evergreens  



Woody perennials 

✓ Cut back in spring to encourage  new 

flowering branches

✓ Prune in spring to limit winter damage 



Woody perennials 

✓ Remove a third 

of  the oldest 

stems from the 

base of the 

plant every 

year for 3 years

pinterest

Remove one-third of the

oldest branches from the base.

After pruning, light and air can 

reach the center of the plant

All the old wood has been 

removed to make room for 

vigorous new growth. 

Remove another third of the

old wood in each of the 

following years.



Roses

✓Remove winter 

protection 

✓Dig out standards 

or un-hill

✓Don’t prune until 

about April, to 

avoid winter 

damage



Hard Pruning 

Moderate  Pruning 

Light Pruning 

Spring Pruning 

Roses
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Roses

Hybrid teas   www.lsuagcenter.com Floribunda   www.thespruce.com 

Shrub  robertasuniquegardens.com    Climbing        lowes.ca 



Prune…

✓ summer & fall 

flowering trees/shrubs 

in the dormant season 

✓ spring flowering 

trees/shrubs after their 

flowers fade

Flowering Shrubs



Hydrangeas – Common but Confusing
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Blooms on new wood: 

prune in early spring 

before or just as growth 

starts

Blooms on old wood: 

wait until after this 

year’s bloom to prune

H. paniculata

H. macrophylla



Climbers



✓Remember the 

5Ds

✓Remove 

competing or 

split leaders

✓To keep compact 

cut back main 

leader

Ornamental Trees

https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/2089952389448578

03/

www.bonanza.com



Fruit Trees 

Pruning:

✓ promotes flower/fruit 

production 

✓ increases sunlight

✓ removes less 

productive growth

✓ shapes the tree  

✓ while they are dormant



Bushes



Evergreens



Don’t Behead Your Cedar Hedge! 

✓New growth occurs 

at branch tips

✓No re-growth on old 

wood



Tools & Tool Care 
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Safety Tips

DO’s

✓ Do some planning 

✓ Do use safety equipment appropriate for the job

✓ Do be careful of the sharp edges on your tools

✓ Do consult or hire a professional when needed

DON’T’s

 Don’t make overhead cuts

 Don’t cut branches that are close to electrical wires

 Don’t prune a municipal tree



Secateurs

Bypass Pruners 



Loppers



Saws



Tool Care 



Wrap Up 
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References
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✓ Etobicoke Master Gardeners 

www.etobicokemastergardenres.ca 

✓ Master Gardeners of Ontario www.mgoi.ca 

✓ Toronto Master Gardeners, video Pruning an Overgrown 

Cedar https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DcarUHwdcg

✓ Todd Irvine, Cityforest.ca 

✓ Christopher Brickell , American Horticultural Society                 

Pruning & Training

✓ University of Minnesota Extension https://extension.umn.edu

✓ Ontario.ca  https://www.ontario.ca/page/pruning-fruit-trees/

http://www.etobicokemastergardenres.ca/
http://www.mgoi.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DcarUHwdcg
https://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Christopher+Brickell&text=Christopher+Brickell&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-ca
https://extension.umn.edu/




Stay Tuned

We are planning our 
2023 Workshop Series 

We would appreciate 
hearing your ideas on 

future topics

Enter your ideas in the 
chat



You can find a copy of the presentation
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Etobicoke Master Gardeners  

Thank you!

Questions 
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